National Notable Achievement Award For

CITIZEN EXCELLENCE IN COMMUNITY INVOVLEMENT
Nomination write-up must use 1” margins, 12 point Times New Roman font, and not exceed two pages. Do not include testimonials/letters of support.  The nomination should cover accomplishments during the stated period of performance (10/1/08- 9/30/09).

Purpose

The Citizen Excellence in Community Involvement Award is an annual award given by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to recognize individuals and /or a community group working with a Superfund team for outstanding achievements in the field of environmental protection.

Background.
It is very important to convey warranted recognition to individuals and/or communities and acknowledge the important role they play within the Superfund cleanup process.  With increased emphasis on getting the word out about Superfund successes and site completions, presenting a national award to an individual or group is a good opportunity to congratulate and recognize the active participation and accomplishments they have demonstrated in the cleanup of the site.  

Eligibility
To be eligible for this award, individuals and/or communities must have made outstanding contributions that clearly distinguish their achievements from those of other highly qualified or competent community members or community groups.  For the 2009 award, these actions should have occurred during the October 1, 2008– September 30, 2009 time frame.  Nominations are encouraged for individuals and/or communities who have shown the following:

· Constructive participation in the community involvement process, identified community concerns, compassion, dedication and interaction with EPA to find grounds for site cleanup results; and

· Leadership skills, a risk taker, results-driven, creative and/or innovative skills in devising and implementing ways to accomplish the community’s mission of a safer cleaner environment.

See attached nomination form for a list of the six evaluation criteria.

Nomination Process
Regional Community Involvement Coordinators (CICs) nominate candidates, with assistance from the Site Team.  The site does not have to be on the National Priorities List (NPL).  A total of two nominations will be accepted per region, with the region making the decision of whether it is a group or individual nomination.  To avoid multiple submissions from a region, a transmittal memo signed by the Community Involvement Manager must accompany each nomination.  To nominate a candidate, please complete the attached Nomination Form.  Complete only one nomination form per individual/group nominated.

Selection Procedures
Individual or group awards are judged under the same six criteria (minimum of four criteria).  They will be scored based on a rating of 1-10, with 10 being the highest score and 1 being the lowest.  The highest four scores will be subtotaled and averaged by a panel made up of representatives from headquarters and the regions.  For candidates nominated for more than four criteria, they will receive one point for each additional criteria not falling under the “four highest.”  The nominee with the highest score will receive the award. A plaque will be presented to the recipient. If the recipient is a group award, the plaque will be presented to the group and certificate to each member of the group.  In addition, a letter recognizing the recipient will be sent to the community’s congressional representatives, local paper, mayor, etc., announcing the award with a cc: to the recipient. 

Nomination Form

Note:  This application must be accompanied by a cover letter signed by the Regional Community Involvement Manager

Type X in the box to indicate which type of candidate you are nominating for this award:

	
	Individual Community Member
	
	Community Group


Candidate
Fill in either the name of a community group and its members or the name of an individual.  Also fill in the region and site name of your candidate.

	Name of Community Group: 

	Name(s) of Community Group Members:

	1. 
	2. 
	3. 
	4. 

	5. 
	6. 
	7. 
	8. 

	9. 
	10. 
	11. 
	12. 

	13. 
	14. 
	15. 
	16. 

	17. 
	18. 
	19. 
	20. 

	21. 
	22. 
	23. 
	24. 

	25. 
	26. 
	27. 
	28. 


	Region: 
	Site Name: 


OR

	Name of Individual: 

	Region:
	Site Name:


Criteria

Type X in the boxes next to the criteria for which you are nominating your candidate.  You must select a minimum of four (4) criteria, but you may select more.  For each criteria selected, write an explanation in the space provided that demonstrates how your candidate fulfills that criteria.  Text box will expand as you add nomination information. Nomination write-up must use 1” margins, 12 point Times New Roman font, and not exceed two pages.
	
	1.  Developed a community involvement process that provided constructive participation in the cleanup of the site.

	

	
	2.  Served as the leader or risk taker in identifying the needs/concerns of the community and sought to meet those concerns.

	

	
	3.  Showed compassion and dedication when working with EPA, the state and the community in ensuring that the site cleanup met both EPA’s and the community’s needs.

	

	
	4.  Actively participated in community meetings, disseminated information, and identified ways the EPA site team could work effectively with the community.

	

	
	5.  Worked successfully with the EPA site team to get input on future land use.

	

	
	6.  Effectively used community assets (e.g., volunteers and grants such as TAGs) so the community could effectively participate in the site cleanup process. 








