reduces reservoir storage capacity.

Millions of gallons of mercury were
poured into mining sluices and
tunnels and lost to the streams

and rivers. As a result, mercury-
contaminated sediment continues
to move downstream with every
storm event.

is threatened by mercury from

legacy mines. When the price of
gold fell, mines were abandoned
without any effort to clean them
up. A century later toxic mercury is
still leaking into the state’s water
system. Public health officials

in California are increasingly
concerned about the amount of
mercury in the fish of the state and
the danger posed by eating fish
caughtin the San Francisco Bay-
Delta and in rivers and reservoirs
in the Sierra Nevada and Inner
Coast Range. Mercury exposure,
especially during pregnancy

or as ayoung child, can cause
devastating and permanent
health effects.

a campaign to increase
public investment in

restoring California’s
watersheds

By reclaiming legacy
mines, California will:

* Maintain reservoir capacity

* Protect public health

¢ Reduce mercury
contamination of the
San Francisco Bay-Delta

huge machines tore apart mountains
looking for gold. These disturbed
and polluted mountain remnants
tumbled down from the Sierra
Nevada as a thick wall of mud
flooding the valleys and the San

Francisco Bay-Delta.

Rush in the Sierra Nevada in both hard

rock and hydraulic mining. Mercury

was mined in the Coast Range
(cinnabar deposits), transported to
the Sierra and used as quicksilver to
extract gold.
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