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Brownfields Revitalization Act
Subtitle A — Brownfields Program

Legislative authority for grants

Expands previous Brownfields grant pregram
cleanup funds provided

non-profits eligible applicants for cleanup or RLE
subgrants

Petroleum sites eligible

Makes funds available for technical assistance,
training and research

Authorizes $200 million for FY 02 thru FY 06
— includes $50 million for petroleum sites




BROWNFEIELDS
DEFINITION

“Real property, the expansion,
redevelopment,

or reuse of which may be

complicated by the presence
or potential presence of a
hazardous substance,
pollutant, or contaminant.”




Overall Program Emphasis

Human health and the environment
Redevelopment and jobs

Open Space and Parks

Rural and Urban

Local community involvement
Environmental Justice




Brownfield Grants

Assessment up to $200,000 (site-specific up to $350,000
with waiver)

- 3 Year Project Period
Cleanup up to $200,000 per site
- 3 Year Project Period
Job Training up to $200,000
- 2 Year Project Period
Revolving Loan Funds up to $1 million
- 5 Year Project Period
Approximately $72 million available for 200 grants




What Contaminants May Be

Assessed and Cleaned Up?

Hazardous Substances
 Contaminants
Pollutants
4 Controlled Substances ,
4 Mine-Scarred Lands {7
Petroleum Products



Who Is Eligible to Apply?

Local Governments

Land Clearance Authorities/Quasi-Governmental Entities
Under Local Governmental Control

State Legislated Government Entities

Regional Councils of Government or Group of Local
Governments

Redevelopment Agency: (State Chartered/Sanctioned)

States )
Tribes 5’{;%

Nonprofit Organizations (Cleanup Only) e




Eligibility Reqguirements

Cleanup Grants
- Must be sole owner & own property by
date certain — this grant cycle — date is
JUNE 30, 2006 (“own™ = Fee Simple
Title)
- Phase | completed & Phase Il
underway
Cleanup & RLF Grants
- Must have a 20% Cost Share




Assessment Grants

Applicant Limitations

— Limited to a total of $400,000
$200,000 for hazardous substances
$200,000 for petroleum
Up to $350,000 may: be requested for a site-

specific waiver
— Site-specific or Community-wide
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Assessment Grants
(continued)

— Two Community-wide only if one is
Hazardous Substance and one Is Petroleum

— Two Site-Specific only if one is Hazardous
Substance and one is Petroleum

— One Community-wide and One Site-specific
proposal only if one is Hazardous
Substance and the other is Petroleum

Separate propoesals for Hazardous

Substances and Petroleum

contamination
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aivers of Funding Limitation

Only applies to a site-specific assessment
proposal

If request waiver & applicant is planning

to expend funding on site previously

awarded funding in a community-wide or

site-specific grant -

- must include such funding in calculating total
amount expended on site, &

- request may not exceed $350,000 on site
subject to waiver
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Assessment Grant - Activities

Property and Site Inventories

Environmental Site Assessments
- Phase I/11 ESAs

Public Outreach and Inveolvement
Cleanup Planning
Redevelopment Planning

10% for Monitoring Public Health
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Cleanup Grants

Applicant can apply for up to five sites - $200,000 each

Separate proposal for each; site

Applicant must be sole owner & own property no later than

6/30/05 or not eligible for funding

ASTM Phase | Report completed & minimum of Phase Il
Assessment underway or complete

20% cost share
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Revoelving Lean Fund Grants

Up to $1,000,000

Certain Federal Cleanup Reguirements Apply to
All Cleanup Activities

— (e.g. Community Notice)

20% Cost Share

— Money, labor, material or services

— Eligible and allowable costs

Coalitions may apply.

15



Revolving Loan Fund Grants

Up to 40% of RLF Funds May Be Used
for Direct Cleanup

— Subgrants to Eligible Entities and Nonprofits
— Subgrantee must own the property

60%) must be used for loans
— Applicant can loan to itself
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Eligible Borrowers for RLF

A Site Owner

Site Developer.

Nonprofit Organization
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Proposal Guidelines for Brownfields
Assessment, RLF, and Cleanup Grants

Found on our website:
http://www.epa.gov/brownfields/applicat. htm

All details provided for potential applicants

So If yourwant the money:
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Early Considerations for Your
Proposal

Requires Big Picture Thinking

- Can you describe a Vision for long term?

- What happens after the assessment?

- Do your have other resources for the other steps?

Very competitive
Winning proposals require time and thought
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The Proposal

Separate proposal for each Grant Type (assessment,
cleanup or RLF)

Address ALL Threshold & Ranking Criteria

Each proposal must be complete (may require
repetition between multiple proposals)

17 page limit

— 2 page limit for cover letter

— 15 page limit for proposal responses
— minimal attachments

Organize application according to Guidelines

20



Proposal Elements

Cover letter — 2 pages
Applicant information
Threshold: Pass or Fail

Ranking: Evaluated on a point system by a
national panel (not by Region 4)

State Letter(s)
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Proposal - Threshold Criteria
(Assessment, Cleanup & RLF)

Applicant Eligibility

Community Notification

State Acknowledgement Letter

Site Eligibility & Property Ownership Eligibility
State Petroleum Determination letter, if applicable

May not substitute another site in a Site-specific
proposal where subject site is determined ineligible
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Questions?
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Petroleum Determination Letter

Threshold requirement
Reguest from State early
Provide necessary information
Site-specific detalil
— Current and immediate past owner of site
— Description of site
— Acquisition description
When
What method
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Petroleum Determination Letter
(continued)

Provide site-specific detail (continued)
— Your Liability to the site

— Knowledge of its risk (Low)

— Judgments, Orders or Third Party suits?
— Subject to RCRA?

— Financial Viability of Responsible Parties
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Threshold Criteria
(Cleanup and RLE Applications)

Cleanup Authority and Oversight Structure

20% Cost Share (or petition for a
Hardship Waiver)

Legal Authority to Manage RLE (RLFE only)
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Threshold ‘Lessons Learned’

Investigate, Investigate, and Investigate
— Look at Environmental Databases

— Know Who Owns Site

— Know: Site History

Give State Enough Time to Provide
Letters

Do Everything Suggested for Community
Notification

— Then Do More - Attach Documentation
Follow Guideline Instructions
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Ranking Criteria

Note Points assigned - unless otherwise
noted, sub-questions/sub-items under each
criterion will have egual weight

Emphasis on criteria with greater points
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20 to 24 Poeint Ranking Criteria

Reduction of Threats to Human Health and
the Environment

— 20 points for Assessment
— 21 points for Cleanup and RLF

Business Plan for RLE Loans and Subgrants
— 24 points
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16 Pt RANKING CRITERIA

Community Invelvement
— Early Relationship Building
— Tools used (meetings, charettes, Internet)

— Community Based group invelvement

— Citizen advisory committees, task forces,
etc
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15 Pt RANKING CRITERIA

Community Need
— Compare demographics to state/national
— Think sensitive populations (children/elderly)

Programmatic Capability
— Different weights for sub-questions

— Some sub-questions only applicable to
previous recipients ofi Brownfields Grants

— Includes description ofi Management
Structure for RLE
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10 to 12 Pt RANKING CRITERIA

Sustainable Reuse of Brownfields
— 12 points

— Address all 6 items

Leveraging Additional Resources

— 12 points for RLF grants

— 10 points for Assessment & Cleanup
Project realistic costs
Explain funds

Budget
— 10 points
— Explain costs in narrative
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5> to 6 Pt RANKING CRITERIA

Site Selection Process
— 6 points
— Assessment only

Creation and/or Preservation of
Greenspace/Open Space or Nonprofit
Purpose

— 5 points
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Leveraging Criteria —
Some Examples

Local or State incentives
— Tax Incentives/TIFs/Brownfield job bonuses

EDA — Building demolition

Enterprise Community funds
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Planning Considerations

Focus On Target Areas — Master Plans, EZs Main Street
Programs

Consider Your Project “Cradle to Graduation”

Identify: Key Partners and involve them early.

Identify Resources

Regional Approaches — Consider How Your Plan Fits With
Your Surrounding Area (Coalitions/Planning Councils May.

Apply)
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More Considerations

Decide iff you want the 10% health
monitoring

— only local governments

— call Health Department/College

— studies/exposures?

e
F v f;"g . 4

=
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Requirements to Remember

Public Netification
— Proposal available for Public Comment

Favorable to have all assessment complete
— For cleanup grants only:

Investigate Site Ownership, Access and
Eligibility Issues Early

— assessment and cleanup only
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And....

State letters
— One for Acknowledgement
— One for Petroleum

Community Reference checks by EPA
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Common Weaknesses

Does not address all criteria
Generic responses

— Not specific to site or project
Unclear site ownership: issues

Weak responses

—|.e. Reduction of Threats and Sustainable
Reuse criteria
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Common Strengths

Strong Clear Vision
Specific End Goals

Reached out to other organizations (Govt.,
Public, and non-profits, etc.)

Formed and/or utilized Community Task Force(s)

Detailed without generalities
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Suggestions for Better
Proposals

Address each and every ranking criteria
— Address each question within criterion
Create a plan not just a proposal

Stick to specifics of project not broad
principals

Contact recent grant award recipients
for their experiences or assistance
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Application Package

Submittal:
US Postal Service or commercial delivery service
— Postmarked by December 14, 2005, 5:00 p.m. EST
— Send original to EPA contractor
— Send complete copy to EPA Region 4

Electronically through www.grants.gov.
— Received by 5:00 p.m. EDT on December 14, 2005

— Refer to special instructions in Appendix 5 for
submittal — registration process
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Grant Alternative:
EPA’s Targeted Brownfields
Assessment (TBA) Program

Eligible entities: states, tribes, and municipalities.
Targets especially those without EPA Brownfields
Assessment grants. TBAs help minimize the
uncertainties of contamination.

Region 4 awards 3-4 TBAs per year on an application
basis; they are less than $100,000 each;

at no-cost to eligible party.

Application process Is outlined on:
WWW.epa.gov/region4d/waste/bf/tbaapplic.pdf
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Brownfields National Homepage
www.epa.gov/brownfields

EPA Region 4
www.epa.gov/regiond/waste/bf/index.htm
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< EPA

United States )
Environmental Protection Agency

Atlanta & Alabama Project Manager
— Camilla Warren
— 404-562-8519

Revolving Loan Fund Grant Program
— Wanda Jennings

— 404-562-8682

Job Training Grant Program

— Kathleen Curry

— 404-562-8660
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Questions?
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BrLACK WARRIOR
CAHABA RIVERS

LLAND TRUST

Case Study

Black Warrior-Cahaba Rivers Land Trust:
Five Mile Creek Project

Wendy Jackson
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Iron and other substances poliute Five Mile Creek, which in places shows no signs of life. But state environmental
officials are ing iring that the stream be cleaned up to the level that it is habitable by fish and wildlife.

requl

o~ F-0>

Hope for ‘Creosote Creek’

WS STAFF/MAL TEAGER

ADEM proposes cleanup for polluted Five Mile

By KATHERINE BOUMA
Newws ssaf writer.

OfS, "]jig‘bo" remember,
ever liked Five Mile Creek.
“It would cure the mange,”
recalls David Tidwell, who
grew up along the creek in
the 19508 and '60s. “It must have hurt the
wred the

Arasites.
suan:

Fiate environmen nCy Proposes (o
mandate a cleanuy ?E)vu
Iha ulcl meunte for fish and

EHA great victory for water quality,”
said Brad McLane, Alabama Rivers Alli-
ance executive diréetor. “1t's one of the
most significant rule changes 1've seen in
several years in terms of restoring a d

Five Mile Creek changes from
Ereen 1o orange 1o brown because
of pollution as it flows through
northem Birmingham.

graded stream frorm the impacts of foxic
pu{“uh’su?z Congress roved the Cle:
3 e Clean

Water Act with the goal that all -5 wa:
ters would be flahable and swimmable by
1987. That hasn't happened.

But today, the Alabama ent of
Environmental Management hopes to
take another step toward that goal.

asking its board 1o remove the last of the
streams sdill listed uncler the “agriculture
and industry” closification. which allows
0 b 5o polluted they are unsuit-
1blv: fur nqu.udc life or recreation.
lillage Geead Ml st w dor
ads, 0 sllﬁ:dy looser, newly cre-
“limited warmwater
“ A pan of Valley Creek also is
for a change To iiab and wild-
fe.”
If the Environsmental Managem
reaiasion SPLOvE Lo e La Flve
Mile Crook's status today, the Alabama
i wvironmental Manage-
ment woukd change the permits of the
three primary polluters on the stream,
Sloss Industries. ABC Coke. and Jefferson
County's wastewater plants.
ABC Coke is concerned that the
change would cost $6 milllon to get the
cyanide out of its discharges, said Mark

= Soe Crook, Fage 6C
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® 2N ¢+ The Bimingham News ____NORTH NEWS Wednesdsy, March 27, 2002

- $140,000 ADEM grant to impact Tarrant area

some of its $30 million Greenway Fund

mmheuwdscummmiwrecle- to Tarsant for the project.

atlonal progerty. Chy officials are also in the precess
of negotiating the sale or acquisition

S e an 11-acre and 9-acre lake and adjoln-

By JENNIFER MURPHREE area to be built where Five Mile Creek

I News staffwriter fooded Mobile Home Estates in April
2000,

Tl A

Management may help develop Tar- 127 area, and the city was awarded S1.4

million in grant money by FEMA in late pmtmwndmndlnmam- |
rant's proposed mulihuse recreational 7o, 0L S EORSE By EEMA T e mile greenway that vouid follow the g nc el by PR R
s siug Che R ek, cuﬁed and the city acquired the land, mmmlppih ‘obive Mile Greek, snak P';f""!"“ e home 1 8 fer
was awarded the grant in late : lant and has been vacant for al-
were made to turn the attractive under U5, ?BmdcndmgutTmum f the the
200L, but the money he- Eut flopd-prone property inio & park i Comples off Clow Roed. i 5",5::‘“ N Rptien
came avallable and will be put o use in I complex. e s & Mt e b Ha imend, ind sotbs pien
upcoming yreeks, s rmmcmfc.w,ws Hewitt Inaking for and needing in this city for A
 ant cly oflls met st veck e epp m.m'{'nf;wmm b e e (e pIctue 10 pay for testing of the
SN io, AL oh grant from ADEM. ]
ummantfnrAD'BM. properties are aban- u:?ml plans, Preliminary soil “This is & well
i e s Aokl e e e e o st oo s T i
eX- where or per- sitive, little or no con- Hewitt’s ideas
ceived pe:s i m:mmgm and the once- pm}dngwsr commission to city fm Bmwmﬁeh! redevelopment.*
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NEWS STAFF/PHILIP BARR

‘Wendy Allen, executive director of the Black Warrior-Cahaba Rivers Land Trust, looks for snails uncler rocks on a
recent visit to Five Mile Creek In Tamant where a new park is being built,

In upstream effort, cities unite
for picturesque, protective plan

By HATHERINE BOUMA
News staff writer
‘0 question about it, Five Mile
Creek has a bad reputation.
For decades, local residents
have called it Creosote Creek.
for the stinky, chemical smell
that rises from it. State inspectors have
found it littered with dead fish and cray-
fish near the discharge pipe of one of the
creek’s chronic polluters. All in all, it's
not a pretty picture,

But it could be, argue conservationists
and civic leaders up and down the creek.
They've come up with a plan to turn the
stream with a reputation as little more
than a pollution pit into a community
amenity.

In an alliance conservationists say is

ue in Alabama, Jefferson Coundy and
ail the cities on Five Mile Creek have
signed a memarandum of agreement to
protect the stream by creating a green-
way along its banks, buffering it from de-

velopment to core.

“Thirty years fiam now [ think we're
going to ook badkand say, "Wow, be-
cause 30 years from now [ think north
Tefferson Countyiy going to look a lot dif-
ferent,” said Wendy Allen, executive di-
rector of the BladWarrior-Cahaba Rivers
Land Trust.

Planners say thal when Corridor X is
completed in 2006 and the Northern

» Bee Creek, Page 10A
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35¢ * 50¢ cutside metro area

Land trust
wants 588 acres
on Five Mile Creek

By KATHERINE BOUMA
Newws staff writer
Nearly 600 acres along Five
Mile Creek will be used to pro-
tect miles of u-m heleaguered
waterway under a plan infor-
mally a eedu nWemzsduy,
The E Irmh am Water Works
effersan County
land preserve #m)ltp the Black
warru)r (jahaha ivers Land

ba
roliomdng the appraisa
had a number of offers
this piege of property, a
(if Ufl!'r\ b clear-cut
. @ number
il Mll I?'W le
property,” s3 les  Creel,
chairman of the water board's
real esiate commitiee. “I'm so
the water board had the
courage and insight ta keep d-..s
cce of property am

St Watios Whtks hae cwmel]
the land since 1886, when the
city of Birmingham first laid

Land deal
to guard
waterway

Five Mile Creek
11 Seting aside 588 acres of
would protect mﬂr five rnlles
of the polluted

lans 10 draw dnnk.lnlfmwan.(
Fam Five Mils Cros

has been preserved and is a pris-
tine forest of primarily hard-
woods, officials said.
“We felt like this piece of land
» See Land, Page 2A
INSIDE

* Part of Turkey Creck becomes
nature preserve / 38
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Greenway goal ~*

Federal grant lays groundwork; for Five Mile Creek

hings just keep looking up for
TFive Mile Creek.
First, after quite a political

brawl, the state Environmental Man-

agement Commission set more strin-
5:1( pollution standards to upgrade
s r:reek';uiggihnmnmemal qu@.

e new ines are sup) o
make the creek suitable for%glmﬁng
m;.‘; swimming. a

ow, a proposed greenway along
the creek has gotten a $500,000 shot
in the arm. The federal grant should
help area leaders turn the waterway
into a recreational asset in north Jef-
ferson County.

The county and cities along Five
Mile envision a 25-mile stretch — ex-
tending from the creek’s headwaters

to where it meets with Locust Fork — -

%ﬂt could be biked, hiked Dlisecatimd.
e grant is expected to be in
part to develop a master plan.

The pllan is important i:ixlddiﬁdud
cities, pl am'lmgI agencies and other
entities are to develop a workable -
network of parks and trails for area
residents to enjoy. But the intent
goes beyond recreation. Part of the

roject’s goals is to form a buffer of
I:nd to-protect the creek from devel-
opment and pollution. That's equally

important. ot

An ing d:allergge e buy-
in%lh%d. The Bla \n\'m‘rim'-(lzt!I
haba Rivers Land Trust already has
acquired 588 acres for the project,
but there are no guarantees that
other land will be available.

Still, area officials are laying the
right groundwork, and they deserve
credit for signing on to this worth-
while project. Tarrant got the ball
rolling after buying out a flood-prone
trailer park l;?;il‘ Five Mile 's

converting it into a
m Since ﬂmr;.ligeﬁemn
Counmd all the cities along the
creek signed an agreement to
try to complete the greenway, with
help from the Regional Planning
Commission.
. The project is a example of
what is possible when leaders de-
velop the right kind of vision and
work together for the good of the en-
tire community. Remember, this is
one of the dirtiest waterways in the
state. But that didn’t stop area lead-
ers from seeing what it could be-
come, with the right investment.

Let's hope this $500,000 grant will

aliow them to start turning their far- |

sighted vision into a reality.
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{ctober 8, 2004

FIVE MILE

FVEMILE

FK
-

URRENTS

Five Mile Creek Greenway Partnership

The Bi-Manthly

Newsletter for

the restoration

amdl preservation
of

Five Mile Creek

Vedume 1, I |

First Ever Cleanup on Five Mile Creek Huge Success

On August 28th, 2004, the Five Mile
Creck Greenway Partncrship and the
Alzbama Power Service Organization
(Magic City Chapter) held the first ever
community cleanup on Five Mile Creck in
the town of Brockside. With almost 200
volunteees and 15 sponsars, the clesnup
pulled 14 1005 of ‘tires, tin, aod tmber™
out of the creek. Miich of the large debeis
in the creck was the result of the
devastating 2003 flooxd in Brookside. "The

first af what will be a serics of Fire Mike
Creek Cleanups, the event simed 10
improve the envirorment along the creck
and raine anarencss of the proposed Five
Mile Creek Greeaway. Thanks 1
Jefierson Caunty and the clean
Brookside now hes two new permanent

al spot to start

canoe hunches and a be
up arecreasional greenway,

(Phos by Wb Bropen lask W

Vedunteers from local schoals,

governments, nonprol

agencies, and

ot tire after tire, and even 3 few lange
spplisnces. Canoe-loads of trusb were
hauled to dumpsters, as volunteers waded
wp 80 thike walsts te pull out everything

tecrs were:
taught about the “gecd bugs” and the “bad
age™ by Alabharma Wiater Watch, inspiring 2

new generation of Five Mile Creek

At the end of the day, everyone
enjoyed a bot dog hunch and a break from
the heat. Thanks to our amaring voluneers
and spansor, the ean-uup of Five
Mille Creck wan a wandirful success, and
will be a challenge to improve upon with
the second ever Five Mile Creek Cleanup,
vetatively scheduled for May 215t 200+

it thres hours pulling |

Inside this issue:

Trami Citraens 1a Povvoct
Local Waterwaps

W feihe Five bile 2
Creeh Girwramay

[——

Clhaaning Up
| Bowaictd deny Fire
Mfule Crack

Five Ay Mimeses 4

* Cabbo farer Sty
of reenpems

Arvw R 7
s

| cmk

| Wocerbed w5
| tpdne

|

|| tpeoaaing Evenes ]
| Thast tou Sponwmt 7

OSHIVISTA Weteried 8
Derelpraent Teos

e

Alehoms Woser Wench 2
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Mystery hlstory of Five Mile Creek

=

Oral histories
unear[kmg
s origin

By LIZ ELLABY
News staff writer
er since
zmz mpmmtn? son

h
Avenue South and #0th Street, in Bir-

mmry from Catherine
of Center Poiul.wlmhone

‘histo, about the creek — and
the cl[ymaap“:”ﬁxmby has come to a first-
e.
“Families back then schooling
£0 to cons

and would h’lq.h
to get their children an education,” said

Hodges. “When got to the creek to
water their hmm, ey knew the jour:
Mglndg:: k:cll hhmr]an and member
of th Mile Pres| an Church,
said she got the story the late
Lawson 5:14:7, an East Lake resident

in .
‘watering hole Corley described

is a spring at Spring Lake.

efferson.
County through six ather cities before
“ﬂplm into the Black Warrior River.

A report on Kirby's work

» See Creek, Page TW




WEWS STAFF,
Volunteers pulled a stack of tires, plywood and other debris onto the banks of Five Mile Creek during a cleanup
Saturday in Brookside.

Five Mile Creek gets community cleanup

HEWS BTAFF/BERMARD TRONCALE

ichard Brennan of Tm:snl. removes a tire Saturday from

By CHARLES J. DEAN
Nivoss s wrizer.

‘ennis Cordell leaned on the tailgate of
= pickup trck, Inboring 1o towe] off

el of Five Mile
Creek and

£l ke City Council

had just walked out of the muddy creck
o bé and boveral hunidrod vohunisers ont

wading and walking the
Eallsetmiall mafnee of taah,
TR think i could find it in that

* Cordell ulled out sheets of
ﬂn doors, a dog house: nm:l Jots and lots of
tires. Downstre:

am, | heard somebody found a re-
frig:mbur R Pringe Cotdell s,

derwn the stream in and arotnd Brook-
, the volunteers, many with their

for trash, It was = of the first-
ever community cleanup of Five Creek.

= See Creek, Page 24A




rrant ‘Park—liaising’
set at Five Mile Creek

Mfm“CM Cm‘ Crensnte Creek” s come 2 long

iy

ith communiti Valunteers on Saludey Wil beg
Wlﬂ] t‘ﬁ’hﬂ]p tranforming the |G-acre site a1 the
By PATRICK HICKERSON niotthemn edge of Tamant into the frst
News staff writer park, callod Tamant (‘nmmum:r}- Park,

The e ofthe Five e Crek mg: plaed b e Vit {oul
w;ym1'ami!:mkedmylihen]lul- “The dm 1o g west [0 Locusr :
oo by 4 Ml . R e R s ) :
e BIL Hoveit . il ’ ol d

Abter & 10-minute walk from the Ala- Organizers are calllng Saturday's NEWS ST AR
busta 78 enfrance, up & rie, the creek event a“Fark Raing” [keving it 10 the - (ibba Vaughan, Tamant Fie Chief Bllly Hewrtt and Tarrant Mayar Loxcl Tuck
flows sbout 20 fee wide. It ks 2 viit Fve Wi Creek whers it runs slongside a 16-acre st that wil be te
i, sheouded in shadows by fowerng S Fve il P st park o the e Py Mie Gk Greenway,
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HEWS STARF NG STRLTER

Valuntaers and consenation gloups cleaned up an area alng Five Mile Creek to help T a
formier mohile hame park inte & recraationsl park. Here Huel Evans, Kandive Mattingly, 11,
and J.R. Matlingly, 8. bring in a canor il of wash and sebis.

Tarrant event builds first
park in 28-mile greenway

By PATRICK HICKERS0H
e taff weriter

The pintk s barely raised (1 Tairanl Sulurday
u.[lumngn ‘before someanc. abvr'vﬂ pedaling u bicy-
cle along the Bgute-ighl put

More than 240 vulunl#em tuned out for a

*park-ralsing” along Alabama 78 by plaiitiig wild-

luwery, rmpving trash and daing ether chares,

Tarrunt Mayor Lowel] Tuek anid the park should
Be Open n a few weeks,

na bitof  surpci, the pask was dedicared s
“Chiel William €. *Rilly’ 1lewitt Fuk, honoring
L T b o e fgnre
In gerting the park established.

“Is not about me,” Hewill said, “It's about
bringing a community togerher "

The park (s viewed as-a facet in the planed
2B-mibe Five Mily Crovk Greenway that ends ar Tas-
cunt rrk,

The Tive Mile Creek Py lircludos Ui
Black Warclor Cahaba m\m Inml 1at, Jefferson
Cownty, Dismangiam, Droolaide, Conle: Polat.

mln.rmym m:mn

dince s a 1-unule wilk s hee house,
Isom sald she fair an abligation to help.

“It's 5o convendent,” T said, ‘v.u can walk
here.”

& 15-vear-uld who sllends Oak
Mmunm‘n H:Eh Rrhnnl‘ Feoonnted planting grass
aunct clvee Di

"ﬂm:c tall gmvn i pmnemylﬂnl gmod,”

rotnd equipment avilions we ex-
pn.‘u o arrlve bedore the nnd of Junn.

DOther vohmieers helped clean debris fram Five
Mile Creek, which was once known as "Crensote
Caeek” for ity pungent odor wd epulation w i
dump for toxins,

Wendy Jackson, Dlack Wardor Cahabsa Ry
Lamd Trust exective. dineetor. rocalled s el
about 5 or 8 vears ol bous Ly abuut pulling 3 (o}
Ie1 0wt of the ereek.

Many who attended called the Twranl park the
firse E’nul In 0 neekinee of parks stretching along.

MW '-'mu noquired 588 acres. yparon s of

comummunly Ul fuuded I'muuumtly. Vifors Sutue
duy pussed thro, ol wosden g

Tsom, whn lives in mnmy llnbdnmmd

"I’y an urbuws puck wich sores 10 1 notre pre
crve,* Jackson said, “So it's the best of L.olh

speni mwst of the morming
hre g hay aric PEATTR 9 0che.

B MAILS e Seraar e cont
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Oct 23 -20e

Tarrant may get grant
for greenway project

By JENNIFER MURPHREE
News staff writer

Tadr;ant officials behesve they
are close to receiving a $100,000
National Pﬂm t after
getting a letter of conditional re-
ward Gov. Don Siegelman,
endorsing and approving the
grant request,

The a Department of
Economics and Community Af-
fairs would award the grant. An-
other grant, for §1,000, has been
given to the city by the Kodak
National Greenway Project.

ADECA representatives said
Tarrant should receive more de-
tails on the grant by the end of
this month. o

Tarrant’s proposed parl
greenway project on Alabama 79
is a 10-acre site declared a disas-
ter area in 2001.

Residents were evacuated
from the former mobile-home
park, and the first $1.4 million
FEMA grant came to the city in
late 2001. The money jump-

started the proposed park site's
cleanup and aroused citizens'
interest in the project.

So far, environmental testing
has found the land suitable for
recreational use.

“This money will go a long
way in pushing this plan into
fruition,” said Tarrant Fire Chief
Billy Hewitt, who has written
federal and state grant requests
for the project.

Mayor Raymond Phillips said,
“We think this proves the state
will stay behind this project un-
til it's done. Because we know it
will take a lot more money, work
and cooperation from the com-
munity and all the help we can
get from the state.”

City officials are negotiating
with Drummond 0Oil Co. about
acquiring an 11-acre site and a
9-acre lake which are owned by
Drummond and would add to
the 10-acre park land already ac-
quired.
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Jeffco could be targeted
for system of greenways

Long-dormant plan
resurrected; group
set to build parks

By KATHERINE BOUMA

News staff writer
confluence of
disasters,

, illegal pol
and voluntary donations
may bring a system of
greenways ﬂ:mughout
Jefferson County.
All

n J
utive director of the Black err!o:—
Cahaba Rivers Land Trust. “We
could become the premier
and recreation system and become
a mecca for the outdoors.”
Dave Atkisson, president of the

connect greenways along the sig-
nificant waterways in the area:
Cahaba River, Shades Creek, Vl!]age

» See Greenways, Page 2A
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Tarrant Pedestrian Trall

2006-TA-0200
Jefferson County
A 3.9 mile long trail connecting
residential neighborhoods and schools
with Hewitt Park
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Architectural Revitalization
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The Commercial District
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Ford Street: 7he Pedestrian Experience
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\Webcast Evaluation Form:

www.clu-in.org/conf/tio/owbfgrants/feedback.cfm

Webcast Additional Resources:

www.clu-in.org/conf/tio/owbfgrants/resource.cfm
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